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Ealing Reclaim Social Care Action Group Newsletter 

October 2021 
 
Update on recent developments 
ERSCAG met with James Murray MP and attended a meeting of the Health and Well Being 
Board (6 October).  We have been offered meetings in November with the Council Leader and 
other Councillors to pursue ERSCAG correspondence on the financing of care, staffing levels, 
the payment of the London Living Wage, day-care arrangements etc. 
 
In addition to the submission made to the parliamentary debate on the Health & Care Bill and 
our concerns about the “discharge to assess” option, ERSCAG made oral and written 
submissions (29 September) to an enquiry by the Equality and Human Rights Commission 
about social care complaints.  Both papers are available on request. 
 
ERSCAG is also meeting soon with Ealing Healthwatch about the extent to which its 
consultation processes reach all those who need to be involved.  If any readers have any 
experiences – good or bad – to share about their interaction with Healthwatch, please let us 
know, or contact them direct on www.healthwatchealing.org.uk or 020 3886 0830. 

hub 

Campaigns – current or upcoming 
Act4Inclusion (formerly Reclaim Social Care) is officially launched with discussions on 
“Choice, Control and Independence” on 28 October 2021 (7-9pm).  Contact ERSCAG if you 
want a link to the virtual launch or subsequent recording. 
 
To influence the Chancellor’s budget this week, Age UK has been running a letter writing 
campaign: a family carer spoke of her 92 year old mother in a care home where she had had 
four showers in four years and, with covid, all the residents have been kept in their 
bedrooms for 16 months!   STOP PRESS: The day after the budget, Age UK wrote “Over 
57,000 of us asked the Chancellor to deliver substantial funding to councils to pay for social 
care…..£4.8 billion to local government over the next 3 years was announced in the Budget.  
This is the biggest core grant to local government in over a decade… Sadly this money is not 
everything that we asked for. The grant is not ring-fenced for social care and I am concerned 
that it will be stretched thinly to fund care as well as all the other council services”. 
 
Social Care Future (new website – www.socialcarefuture.org.uk) also worked with a number 

of other national bodies to lobby the government to use the budget to promote a positive 
vision of social care - see here.   Social Care Future is currently engaged in a detailed evidence 
review to be co-authored and co-designed by people with lived experience of adult social 
care.  See a video link here which encourages people with lived experience to register their 
interest in the project via a SURVEY link (deadline 14 November).   

http://www.healthwatchealing.org.uk/
https://elinkeu.clickdimensions.com/c/6/?T=MjQ3NDI1NDY%3AcDEtYjIxMjM1LWMxMmMyNDk1MzgwYjQzOGU4NWViYjcyYzM2YzhmZDMz%3AYmFpZ3NAZWFsaW5nLmdvdi51aw%3AY29udGFjdC0zYTcyYTBhNjM2YWVlNjExOTQxMjAwNTA1Njg3NzlhZC00MjJlZWUwOTBmNTM0NWE0ODEzMzdkZjBmYzlkNjRjMw%3AZmFsc2U%3ANQ%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly9iaXQubHkvM3JTaVFNYj9fY2xkZWU9WW1GcFozTkFaV0ZzYVc1bkxtZHZkaTUxYXclM2QlM2QmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC0zYTcyYTBhNjM2YWVlNjExOTQxMjAwNTA1Njg3NzlhZC00MjJlZWUwOTBmNTM0NWE0ODEzMzdkZjBmYzlkNjRjMyZlc2lkPTNhZGFkY2Q0LWZiZmYtZWIxMS05NGVmLTAwMjI0ODFiNGRiZg&K=DDdRAHkqcGOiw_Zgtk3k_g
http://www.socialcarefuture.org.uk/
https://socialcarefuture.org.uk/?p=2906
https://vimeo.com/617326643
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/evidence-review/
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Several other meetings are planned in coming weeks between campaigners for scrapping 
social care charges and for a National Care Support and Independent Living Service (NaCSILS) 
and politicians such as Liz Kendall (Shadow Minister for Social Care), members of the All-
Party Parliamentary Group on Adult Social Care, and Baroness Winchester (the Liberal 
Democrat Disability Spokesperson).  
 
The Ealing Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition is holding a People’s Budget conference at 
3pm on Saturday 6th November at Acton Hill Church, Woodlands Avenue, W3 9BU.  The 
objective is “to set an alternative local authority budget for 2022/23 concentrating on 
services that people need and using examples of measures some local Councils have already 
tried”.  Social care will surely figure – for more info contact ealingtusc@gmail.com 
   

Information and latest developments nationally 
Covid & Vaccinations: 

• https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2021/oct/02/covid-unvaccinated-care-
workers-should-get-another-job-says-javid 

• Experts say that Britain is suffering from a higher case rate than the rest of Europe, 

see POLITICO colleague Ashleigh Furlong 

Disability:  

• See  UK Disability History Month – 18 November – 20 December 

• Reclaim Our Futures Alliance (ROFA) (www.rofa.org.uk) is coordinating submissions 

for the UN’s examination of the UK government’s compliance with the UN Convention 

on the Rights of People with Disabilities (UNCRPD) and their deadline is 5pm on 22 

November – see The UN is preparing to investigate the UK government again - The Canary    

Funding: further to the extensive coverage last month of the “Health & Social Care Levy” - 

• https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/oct/20/tories-local-services-

rishi-sunak-levelling-up-funding-cuts  which draws on research by the Institute for 

Fiscal Studies claiming that the government’s social care policies will cost £5bn a year 

long-term – almost 3x times the funding that has been allocated for the next 3 years.   

• https://blog.ons.gov.uk/2021/10/15/how-many-people-fund-their-own-care/  A 

piece by the Office of National Statistics about self-funding statistics 

• A Homecare Association report concludes that ‘Homecare costs outstrip funding from 
councils’ https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-59008554. The report, based on 
formal Freedom of Information requests, shows that £18.45 is the average UK hourly 
rate, Ealing pays only £15 and the true minimum cost is £21.43 per hour. 

Government initiatives:   

• Gillian Keegan became the new Minister of State for Care & Mental Health in the 
September government re-shuffle. 

• Government announced (24 September) a new Celebrating Homecare Day and the Chief 
Nurse for Adult Social Care issued a special video message, She also encouraged people 
to nominate care workers for the Chief Nurse for Adult Social Care Awards.  

Inquiry: Pressure continues for an official public inquiry into covid (due next year)  

• https://www.thebureauinvestigates.com/stories/2021-05-10/revealed-thousands-

of-pandemic-deaths-in-home-care       Ealing reported more than twice as many 

deaths in care-homes over the period of the pandemic than the same period in 2019. 

mailto:ealingtusc@gmail.com
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2021/oct/02/covid-unvaccinated-care-workers-should-get-another-job-says-javid
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2021/oct/02/covid-unvaccinated-care-workers-should-get-another-job-says-javid
https://politico.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e26c1a1c392386a968d02fdbc&id=1c0fe9784c&e=933ba90912
https://www.facebook.com/nd/?groups%2F308358216513221%2Fpermalink%2F831899784159059%2F&work_newsfeed_token=S%3A_I761763124%3A831899784159059&aref=1634412926158087&medium=email&mid=5ce7d204b4235G5af3254cc521G5ce7d69e14507G96&bcode=2.1634470531.Abzfq60BslGs0yzEi18&n_m=maggiebeirne%40googlemail.com&lloc=content_link&rms=v2
http://www.rofa.org.uk/
https://www.thecanary.co/uk/analysis/2021/10/22/the-un-is-preparing-to-investigate-the-uk-government-again/?fbclid=IwAR1CBtODMjKjik3iioeKCHHNelj95axkZcp7wvUXx3pqgFKjieosPDC2Ysw
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/oct/20/tories-local-services-rishi-sunak-levelling-up-funding-cuts
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/oct/20/tories-local-services-rishi-sunak-levelling-up-funding-cuts
https://news.sky.com/story/cost-of-living-crisis-council-tax-may-need-to-rise-by-up-to-5-a-year-for-the-next-three-years-says-think-tank-12427850
https://news.sky.com/story/cost-of-living-crisis-council-tax-may-need-to-rise-by-up-to-5-a-year-for-the-next-three-years-says-think-tank-12427850
https://blog.ons.gov.uk/2021/10/15/how-many-people-fund-their-own-care/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-59008554
http://email.dhsc-mail.co.uk/c/eJxlUMtqxDAM_Jrk1hArdh6HHPbBUnpdeumlyLbimPUjZB12P79O2VMLQho0mmGQHrGTpR2hBlYPwJmAhkElWTcNzSQFyE71rCt4ree7evNoXaVitd3KeeRsIA2MCWobGIZJQd9o1XPGUSIXXenGOaXlXjSHAi65Ho9HpciRXDHZYOboSeFKVVxNdtxvmsuW_LdCv6A1oWjOB725VMDxGpVFl8EpC_L4XDSmHQCv6qECVkD7K40hUUhZ-Sfvi_ek7eYzTTv1Wt7jtirKyzMtuCa_G8AxTrm9E7o0Z4BB_4_ROhtu3zZoemY14-U6ejTGkiS7BspfMzEaR68Yvkzj9cksfp0_Cji1BLXSCAOHjvdStFwI1CR-AN1RgAs
http://email.dhsc-mail.co.uk/c/eJxlUEFuwyAQfI19qwVrMPbBh7RRVPVa9dJLtcDaoTEQ2Vjt87uR0ksrIZid0Yxm8SMaW4cRBEgxgJIaWgmNlWYa2slqsMb10lRK-PPmHiKGpXG52S_1edS9NQbl1PrW9INy2vZKucGSFpPrRVcv47mU61a1hwpOfMpXKIVWDog8-fUTE5X8lbaceN4Kln1jIJXiNiCHbpBa9Z1pRdWeOOYIooJuL_HDYbximBNzB78vpYLH1-wCLgyecCV-3q4eyw2AasTQgPy15lQoFXb-2eiuR_JhjyzTTbqTW95XR0we6YpribcAeMwTX8-ESzkzwOT_1-iWkC4fIXn6Zrc09TpGnOdAlsKaiP91znle6F4j1mV8_ZYB348vFTx1BMJ5hEGBUb3VndIaPekffCeINA
http://email.dhsc-mail.co.uk/c/eJxlUMFugzAM_Rq4BZFAoBw4tEXVtGu1yy6VkxiIShIUwujnL7Q9bZIVP_v5yc9RLdQi1S3LGc0bVlLOCsoyQeu-KXrBmajlgdZJmatxkcSAnjLpsvWeji2XAlkDfY81CKgKEL0AxXlZ1bloFE2ndgxhXpLimLBLjG3bssH9RHUsIkBvDdoQC4vb8koENvCKBEc8SjdYvSDBh8Q5aGdhIrMHGbREoi0BtU6BLE7qSEjwSDbn773zEpPisgZzk2Bm0INNiu64DyfsdH2OR3COgpi-ZgVhB6zM8iZjNGHVU-ps2M0V3Z_L37xBpVcTadypd3Nx63N51-EMPryuO7k-Ph8IUxgjAKv-26gmbe83bRU-opoeUt8aGAaNArW3GP9_cG6Y8G3DpKG9PqiG7-4zYecKWS4VsKZkdXkQvCo5B4X8F8hOnVE
https://www.thebureauinvestigates.com/stories/2021-05-10/revealed-thousands-of-pandemic-deaths-in-home-care
https://www.thebureauinvestigates.com/stories/2021-05-10/revealed-thousands-of-pandemic-deaths-in-home-care
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• https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/oct/07/private-hospitals-treated-eight-
covid-patients-a-day-during-pandemic-says-report 

• https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/oct/14/covid-poor-people-uk-
government-tories-died-in-thousands 

Reports 

• In September, the All Party Parliamentary Group on Adult Social Care issued a report 
on its vision for the future www.adultsocialcareappg.com/newsandupdates/appg-
launches-report-outlining-its-vision-for-social-care-1  

• On 11 October, two parliamentary committees (Health & Social Care and Science & 
Technology) issued a highly critical report about government handling of the 
pandemic – see  Coronavirus: lessons learned to date report published - Committees 
- UK Parliament.   See also Keep Our NHS Public which carried out its own public 
enquiry earlier this year and which commented critically on the report of the two 
committees -   https://keepournhspublic.com/commons-covid-report/ 

• ASC Review 2020-21 - vF.pdf An annual review of complaints by the Local Government 
and Social Care Ombudsman notes in its introduction: “The stark disconnect, between 
need and delivery, has never been more clearly manifest in our casework. Last year we 
found fault in a staggering 72% of the care complaints we investigated. This is an 
increase on the previous year. It is also higher than we see across local government as 
a whole. Most worryingly, it continues a relentless rise over the last decade in the 
proportion of complaints where we find injustice to care users and their families.''  

• Radio 4 carried two social care programmes: “Briefing Room” on  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0010fbh and “In Touch” specifically relating 
to the blind and partially sighted https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m0010pwd 

• The Women’s Budget Group commented (27 October): “The Budget speech devoted 
more time and detail to alcohol duty than to policies on care, housing, climate and 
violence against women, all of which are more important to women than saving a few 
pence on a bottle of prosecco. There was great focus on physical infrastructure and 
very little on the social infrastructure that we all need, like care.” 

• A paper on “The value of investing in social care: what are the benefits of further 
funding for reform to adult social care in England?” was issued in October by the 
Health Foundation, the Kings Fund and the Nuffield Trust social-care-briefing-final.pdf 

• For a short video on the Care Act, see: https://www.scie.org.uk/care-act-
2014/video.asp?utm_campaign=12676857_SCIELine%2022%20September&utm_me
dium=email&ut 

Staffing:  

• Social care expert advisory group appointed.  The Migration Advisory Committee has 
appointed 4 experts to advise its adult social care commission on staffing levels. 

• Multi-million pound fund to boost adult social care workforce 

• CASWO!  - Care and Support Workers Organise – are campaigning nationally to raise 
the profile of the dismal terms and conditions of health and social care workers whilst 
advocating for the radical transformation in the provision of social care - Read more - 
for article dated 6 October about latest activities. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/oct/07/private-hospitals-treated-eight-covid-patients-a-day-during-pandemic-says-report
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/oct/07/private-hospitals-treated-eight-covid-patients-a-day-during-pandemic-says-report
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/oct/14/covid-poor-people-uk-government-tories-died-in-thousands
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/oct/14/covid-poor-people-uk-government-tories-died-in-thousands
http://www.adultsocialcareappg.com/newsandupdates/appg-launches-report-outlining-its-vision-for-social-care-1
http://www.adultsocialcareappg.com/newsandupdates/appg-launches-report-outlining-its-vision-for-social-care-1
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/81/health-and-social-care-committee/news/157991/coronavirus-lessons-learned-to-date-report-published/
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/81/health-and-social-care-committee/news/157991/coronavirus-lessons-learned-to-date-report-published/
https://keepournhspublic.com/commons-covid-report/
file:///C:/Users/SHERI/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/APBHPOQK/ASC%20Review%202020-21%20-%20vF.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0010fbh
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m0010pwd
file:///C:/Users/SHERI/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/APBHPOQK/social-care-briefing-final.pdf
https://www.scie.org.uk/care-act-2014/video.asp?utm_campaign=12676857_SCIELine%2022%20September&utm_medium=email&ut
https://www.scie.org.uk/care-act-2014/video.asp?utm_campaign=12676857_SCIELine%2022%20September&utm_medium=email&ut
https://www.scie.org.uk/care-act-2014/video.asp?utm_campaign=12676857_SCIELine%2022%20September&utm_medium=email&ut
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/social-care-expert-advisory-group-appointed?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=8f586757-5a1b-4f9d-9075-45ae8bae4f5f&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/multi-million-pound-fund-to-boost-adult-social-care-workforce?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=45ec0c3a-b14b-43e9-ad11-0107efd47503&utm_content=weekly
https://www.pcs.org.uk/news-events/news/care-support-workers-fight-their-rights
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Sources of official advice/help  
Check out the current official guidance about covid at  www.gov.uk/coronavirus.  The 
Department of Health & Social Care also issues regular updates about adult social care: to 
join their mailing list - news@dhsc-mail.co.uk.  A new    government Youtube service has been 

introduced - see Subscribe to the Adult Social Care YouTube channel  

Ealing Council also provides local guidance – see www.ealing.gov.uk/coronavirus and/or 
www.ealingtogether.org.   On the Council’s website there is also a new vital help and support 
section. For info about Direct Payments, see http://www.ealingdirectpaymentsguide.co.uk.  
Specialist independent advice on charging, assessments etc. is available from the Ealing 
Advice Service (www.ealingadvice.org) and legal advice can be reached via the Ealing Law 
Centre on 0208 579 4598 or info@ealinglaw.org.uk   

 

For online bookings of the booster (for frontline care workers and others who received their 
vaccination more than six months ago), see book their booster appointment through the 
National Booking Service online, by phoning 119, or visiting a walk-in centre.  If you fall into 
the ‘clinically extremely vulnerable’ category because you are immuno-compromised, it has 
been suggested that you may want to check with your GP for advice about a 3rd vaccination, 
see:  https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanrhe/article/PIIS2665-9913(21)00313-1/fulltext 

 

Social care over the longer term   
 
The long-awaited White Paper on social care reform has come in for renewed speculation -  
see, for example, The Guardian (10 October) 
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/oct/10/sajid-javid-radical-plan-merge-social-
care-health-england-nhs-white-paper-reform     
 
Whilst the Prime Minister has insisted that he has long had a plan for social care, his 
Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) newsletter (8 October) suggests that pursuant 
to the “Build Back Better” paper of September 2021, “an intense period of engagement has 
now begun, as the Government works ….to develop a White Paper on social care reform.” (our 
italics). Moreover, their newsletter of 15 October excitedly talks of an ‘extensive’ consultation 
process: ”The extensive engagement programme continued apace this week as DHSC officials 
met with a range of social care organisations in a new Health and Wellbeing Alliance Social 
Care subgroup.  Made up of a wide range of voluntary and charitable organisations, the group 
discussed the vision for social care and how to best engage directly with their members.  DHSC 
is also working with system leaders, voluntary organisations and charities representing people 
with lived experience to discuss how system-wide social care reform can best address & 
support care users who are working age…… the Government will work with individuals and 
organisations from across the care sector to co-produce a White Paper on reform to be 
published later this year.”  ERSCAG awaits developments. 

Follow Us on Facebook and Twitter at Ealing Reclaim Social Care Action and join 
our Facebook group Ealing Reclaim Social Care Action Group. 

For more information, or copies of any of the ERSCAG papers mentioned here, 
can be requested from Secretary (maggiebeirne@googlemail.com)  

or erscaginfo@gmail.com 

http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
mailto:news@dhsc-mail.co.uk
http://email.dhsc-mail.co.uk/c/eJxlULFugzAQ_RrYimxjiBkYSNK06pAlypIlOuwDrGAbEVvQv6-pMrXS6e7pPb2nu1M17NpU14wwSgkRlBQlrzLJi6IUiuSCCwLQJZyo4SnfDOgxky4Lj3SoS8VyQgspRFl1yBQTsJNdC4RLTgnIdKwH76dnkjcJO8ValiX7dsGHFmOIiYwcwFocI7oeig862HN4X5068-VWNeOwNpuzQ_BhRpXkp-DNXYKZQPc2yY-NCqNP2P7ipIaYsj_AjHFcJwV-A0RklGSMJqz8tTrr0fro_HPNSzeodDBRxk16kU8XZomRPOIEszdbANu7LrZPhNEPEYBV_9coR20fd20VrtFNi3SuDfS9xhb1bDH-tHeuH_G1hkl9fVmphtvxK2GHIq9yITit-A46rArJFKVdJ34AeyuJ2Q
http://www.ealing.gov.uk/coronavirus
http://www.ealingtogether.org/
https://www.ealing.gov.uk/vital_help
https://www.ealing.gov.uk/vital_help
http://www.ealingdirectpaymentsguide.co.uk/
http://www.ealingadvice.org/
mailto:info@ealinglaw.org.uk
http://email.dhsc-mail.co.uk/c/eJyFUMtuwyAQ_Br7hmXWYMcHH_JQVPUa9dJLtcDGRrEhwjjJ5xdHObWVKgGandlZBkyHjcptByXwsgXBJVQcCsWbc1udlQTV6A1vMlGaYdZsQjsW2hfLJR86VW0g7Qal0gKkkFgbabQsWykrrtp87IYYr3NWbTM4pnW_3ws3zMmdCu2dsdF6Nz-L4B3ebFhmpv3NGsbbH_QNtbYOV0dSlPcX9o_sQ8rrsCeGLBFzpMCMn4n5M4sDsb8ufc2hNXB1XOL0pXG6ou1dVh22ZhljBruT1xbHBPYYUufu42owrgBEUbYF8Azqp9W7SC4m54_Pe-kTGbtMSaZVepGzX4KmRB7oiiFO6wDY-XM63gjHOCSAzvyOUY_WXb6sM_RI7joP3YR9b0mRDelBouy970d6pZjy2J0e3OLn4T2DfU1QaoPQCmjERslaSImG5DfnfLOj
http://email.dhsc-mail.co.uk/c/eJyFUMtuwyAQ_Br7hmXWYMcHH_JQVPUa9dJLtcDGRrEhwjjJ5xdHObWVKgGandlZBkyHjcptByXwsgXBJVQcCsWbc1udlQTV6A1vMlGaYdZsQjsW2hfLJR86VW0g7Qal0gKkkFgbabQsWykrrtp87IYYr3NWbTM4pnW_3ws3zMmdCu2dsdF6Nz-L4B3ebFhmpv3NGsbbH_QNtbYOV0dSlPcX9o_sQ8rrsCeGLBFzpMCMn4n5M4sDsb8ufc2hNXB1XOL0pXG6ou1dVh22ZhljBruT1xbHBPYYUufu42owrgBEUbYF8Azqp9W7SC4m54_Pe-kTGbtMSaZVepGzX4KmRB7oiiFO6wDY-XM63gjHOCSAzvyOUY_WXb6sM_RI7joP3YR9b0mRDelBouy970d6pZjy2J0e3OLn4T2DfU1QaoPQCmjERslaSImG5DfnfLOj
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanrhe/article/PIIS2665-9913(21)00313-1/fulltext
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/oct/10/sajid-javid-radical-plan-merge-social-care-health-england-nhs-white-paper-reform
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/oct/10/sajid-javid-radical-plan-merge-social-care-health-england-nhs-white-paper-reform
mailto:maggiebeirne@googlemail.com
mailto:erscaginfo@gmail.com

